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Pediatric mediastinal tumors: clinicopathologic spectrum

The mediastinal lesions in the paediatric age group are very heterogenous and are classified according to their location 
as it is done in the adults. They may arise from the lungs, pleura or the other mediastinal structures. The most common 
entities of this region in the children are the lymphomas, thymic lesions, germ cell tumors and the mesenchymal tumors. 
There are certain typical characteristics of these masses in the children varying in their clinical presentations as well as the 
histomorphology. Also, the clinical challenges of diagnosing and managing these lesions in this highly vulnerable age group 
are immense. Therefore, keeping in mind the nuances of this delicate age group, the present focused issue was framed with an 
aim to highlight the subtle differences in the clinical and the pathological features of the entities existing in the mediastinum 
in this age group. The different clinical presentations and their medical and surgical managements have been incorporated 
in one comprehensive review. Similarly, the recent advances and challenges faced in the newer treatment modality of video 
assisted thoracoscopic surgery in this tender age group has been highlighted in the second article. Finally, the differences in 
the morphological characteristics of the commonest entities as mentioned earlier have been summarized in separate reviews 
for those neoplasms. 
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