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Abstract: In Italy the incidence of thymic epithelial tumors 
(TETs) is 0.36/100,000 corresponding to 230 new cases/
year. Due to their rarity, the management of patients should 
be done in expert centres, where dedicated multidisciplinary 
teams are present. TYME is a national network that includes 
seven Italian expert centres for TETs whose activities comprise 
the referral for histological revisions, multidisciplinary 
team discussion, clinical trials, and the collection of clinical 
information in a shared database. Furthermore TYME will 

cooperate with French network RYTHMIC and the centres 
also are part of the European reference networks (ERNs) on 
rare adult solid cancers (EURACAN). One of the objectives of 
the network is to create clinical guidelines that could be useful 
to uniform treatment nationwide. The First Italian Consensus 
Conference for TETs will be held in Milan, in July 2017 
and will be attended by medical oncologists, radiotherapists, 
surgeons, pathologists, epidemiologists and statisticians 
belonging to TYME expert centres. Several aspects will be 
discussed, from epidemiology to histological diagnosis, staging 
systems, management of paraneoplastic syndromes, differential 
diagnosis, treatments and post treatment surveillance. This 
meeting will support the implementation of ESMO, NCCN 
and ITMIG guidelines aligned to Italian clinical practice 
and regulations. Furthermore experts will discuss several 
controversies such as the need of histological confirmation 
before a total thymectomy, the best staging system, the role 
of adjuvant therapy in stage II and III thymomas, treatment 
of stage IVA and IVB disease and preferred chemotherapy 
regimens for thymomas and thymic carcinomas. Electronic 
search of relevant evidences will be organized. Quality 
of evidences will be rated according to adapted GRADE 
methodology (http://www.gradeworkinggroup.org/). A 
summary of the meeting will be presented.
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